
 

 

Jan. 7, 2022 

 

Dear Woodland Families, 
Happy New Year! I hope that you all had a relaxing winter break with plenty of time to recharge those batteries 
for a great start to 2022. Here are a few reminders and updates as we look forward to welcoming your children 
back for in-person learning on Tuesday, Jan. 11.  

We are all aware of the increase in COVID-19 cases both locally and throughout the country, as well as the 
understandable fears, concerns and frustration associated with this ongoing pandemic. We continue to work 
closely with the Lake County Health Department, and our neighboring school districts. Many of you saw that 

the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recently updated recommendations regarding the length of quarantine 
time for those who test positive or are considered close contacts. The Illinois Department of Public Health 
(IDPH) adopted these guidelines for the general public, but the changes cannot be implemented in schools yet. 

Illinois public schools still operate under an Executive Order that specifies a minimum number of days for 
quarantine and isolation for students and staff, and should continue to follow the IDPH guidance for schools 
previously issued. I will be sure to update you as this guidance changes.  

We may not know which direction this pandemic will take next, but as of now, we believe it is best to stay the 

course. We have worked diligently to implement multiple layers of mitigation  and these prevention efforts have 
worked at keeping us learning in-person so far this school year. Our focus continues to be on maximizing in-
person teaching and learning in a healthy and safe environment while minimizing interruptions.  

Woodland is committed to following the IDPH recommended layered mitigation strategies:  

 Promoting COVID-19 vaccination  

 Consistent and correct use of masks  

 Physical distancing 

 SHIELD testing, symptomatic testing, and Test to Stay 

 Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine 

 Increased ventilation 

 Frequent handwashing  

 Staying home when sick and getting tested 

 Increased cleaning and sanitizing of school facilities  

Limited remote learning opportunities continue to be provided for children out for medical reasons (COVID-19, 
quarantine, etc.). There are no opt-in remote learning options this year because our focus continues to be on 

supporting our students both academically and socially and emotionally through in-person learning. 

As we return to school next week, we ask all of you to rejoin us in our efforts to maintain a healthy learning 
environment. Please continue to follow our current reporting procedures if your child is experiencing symptoms 
consistent with COVID-19, and stay home if you are sick. If you have gathered in large social settings or 

traveled during break, please consider testing. Encourage your child to practice wearing their mask over the 



 

weekend if they haven’t needed to wear them very often during the break. Many children took their device 
home over break so please make sure they are charged and ready for school on Tuesday.  

We look forward to seeing your children next week and we cannot wait to hear about all they did over break! 

 

Your Partner in Education, 

 
 
Dr. Lori Casey, Superintendent 
Woodland District 50 
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